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Brown
Hairstreak
Butterfly

Habitat
West Williamston woodlands

What do I eat?
Blackthorn Tips for spotting me

1   Look up! I spend a lot  
of time basking high up 
in trees and tall shrubs.

Did you know?
Brown hairstreak butterflies 
are sun-lovers, basking in the 
warmth and rarely spotted on 
overcast days.

Where can you find me? 
Cleddau
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Gannet

Habitat
Pembrokeshire coastline

What do I eat?
Fish

Tips for spotting me

1   Visit in spring and 
summer to see me, I’m 
here from late February 
and stay until late August.

2   I’m a champion diver, 
you’ll spot me plunging 
into the sea for food.

Did you know?
Around 39,000 pairs  
breed on Grassholm Island 
just offshore, visible from 
the Marloes Peninsula and 
St David’s Head.

Where can you find me?  
Marloes, St Davids Penisula
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Great  
crested
newts

Habitat
In ponds and tree roots

What do I eat?
Insects, worms, water snails 
and larvae

Tips for spotting me

1   I’m protected by law so 
its best to visit an NT 
site that can help you 
spot me with a licensed 
ecologist.

2   I’m active at night  
so bring a torch to shine 
into the pools.

Did you know?
The Great Crested Newt can 
live for up to 27 years.

Where can you find me? 
Chirk Castle, Dyffryn Gardens
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Grey seal

Habitat
In the rookeries

What do I eat?
Fish

Tips for spotting me

1   You’ll usually see me and 
the pups hauled out on 
the rocks of secluded 
beaches, we’re best 
viewed from afar.

2   Binoculars and check  
for bobbing objects  
on the sea.

Did you know?
Seals can hold their  
breath for an hour and  
a half underwater, and  
can dive to depths of  
almost 1,500 metres.

Where can you find me? 
Glan Faenol, Marloes,  
Llyn Penisula

C
h

a
n

ce
s of seeing

 m
e

?

Heron

Habitat
Near lakes and ponds

What do I eat?
Fish, insects, small mammals

Tips for spotting me

1   Look for me around the 
water’s edge, with my 
long legs and beak I’m 
unmistakable.

2   I don’t migrate, I’m here 
year round - sit on one of 
the benches around the 
lakes and get spotting.

Did you know?
Herons are the largest bird 
you’re ever likely to see in 
your garden. Their wing 
span is around 6ft.

Where can you find me?  
Aberdulais Falls, 
Llanerchaeron, Powis, 
Stackpole, Tredegar House
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This is your guide to go wild 

at National Trust places across 

Wales and experience wildlife 

live for yourself, from spotting 

a red squirrel feeding at Plas 

Newydd to catching a glimpse 

of dolphins off the coast of 
Marloes Sands. 

Share stories, pictures and 

videos of the wildlife you’ve 

spotted for the first time on 
social using #NTFirst 

   /NTWALES

 @NTWales

 @NTWales

nationaltrust.org.uk/wales

Cormorants

Habitat
On the shores of the  
Menai Strait

What do I eat?
Fish

Tips for spotting me

1   Look around the rocky 
shores and lagoons.

Did you know?
Cormorants spread their 
wings in the sun to dry them.

Where can you find me? 
Glan Faenol
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Damselfly

Habitat
In wildflower meadows and 
around streams

What do I eat?
Insects

Tips for spotting me

1   My life cycle revolves 
around water, so keep 
an eye out at Colby’s 
streams and ponds.

2   Most of us are in flight  
by mid-June.Did you know?

Damselflies are ancient 
creatures that have been 
around some 300 million 
years.

Where can you find me? 
Bodnant Garden, Colby,  
Dyffryn Gardens, Erddig  
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Dolphin

Habitat
In the rough water

What do I eat?
Fish

Tips for spotting me

1   Sit quietly on the Deer 
Park headland and watch 
the rough stretch of water 
between the mainland 
and Midland Isle.

2   I can be seen year-round, 
but between June and 
September is deemed 
to be the best time for 
sightings.

Did you know?
Dolphins have to be 
conscious to breath so  
only onehalf of their brain 
sleeps at a time.

Where can you find me? 
Marloes
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Dragonfly

Habitat
In wildflower meadows

What do I eat?
Insects

Tips for spotting me

1   Look around the edges 
of water and check 
vegetation to see if I  
have landed.

2   Like damselflies, 
dragonflies are in flight  
by mid-June.Did you know?

Dragonflies have among the 
largest eyes in the insect 
world, with up to 30,000 
individual lenses!

Where can you find me?  
Brecon Beacons, Colby, 
Dyffryn Gardens, Erddig
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Kingfisher

Habitat
Nesting by river mud banks

What do I eat?
Fish, small amphibians  
and aquatic insects

Tips for spotting me

1   Look for my blue and 
orange plumage as I fly 
low over the water or hunt 
from lakeside perches.

2   Sit quietly.

Did you know?
Kingfishers’ amazing colours 
are not due to pigment,but 
to the way light is reflected 
off their feathers.

Where can you find me? 
Aberdulais Falls,  
Bodnant Garden, Erddig, 
Stackpole

C
h

a
n

ce
s of seeing

 m
e

?

Lesser
horseshoe  
bat

Habitat
In old buildings and 
woodland

What do I eat?
Insects

Tips for spotting me

1   Look for me at dusk 
between April and 
September before I go 
into hibernation.

Did you know?
One of the smallest British 
bat species, around the size 
of a plum!

Where can you find me?  
Chirk Castle, Colby,  
Powis Castle
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Otter

Habitat
In rivers and lakes

What do I eat?
Fish and insects

Tips for spotting me

1   Best time to see me is 
early morning or evening.

2   Patience is key. Sit where 
I have been spotted in 
the past, and be prepared 
to stay there for at least 
an hour.Did you know?

Otters poo is known as 
‘spraint’ and smells not 
unpleasant, like jasmine tea 
or newly mown hay.

Where can you find me?  
Bodnant, Erddig, Gower, 
Stackpole

C
h

a
n

ce
s of seeing

 m
e

?

Peacock

Habitat
In the courtyard at  
Powis Castle

What do I eat?
Special peacock food and 
insects from the lawn

Tips for spotting me

1   Look for me in the 
Courtyard where I like to 
eye-up visitor’s cream teas.Did you know?

A group of peacocks is 
called a bevy, a muster or  
an ostentation.

Where can you find me?  
Powis Castle
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Peregrine

Habitat
Near the coast

What do I eat?
Medium-sized birds, rabbits 
and mice

Tips for spotting me

1   Look near rocky sea cliffs 
and crevices.

2   Look for my blue-grey 
colour and an obvious 
black ‘moustache’  
that contrasts with my 
white face.

Did you know?
The peregrine can reach 
over 200 mph during its 
characteristic hunting stoop.

Where can you find me?   
Brecon Beacons,  
Marloes, Snowdonia,  
St Davids Penisula
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Pig

Habitat
Farms, gardens and pigstys

What do I eat?
They are omnivores which 
means they eat everything

Tips for spotting me

1   Visit Dyffryn in April at 
feeding time to see me.

2   Open the pigsty gate 
at Llanerchaeron. Just 
remember to shut it  
after you!

Did you know?
Pigs enjoy listening to 
music, playing with soccer 
balls, and getting massages.

Where can you find me?  
Dyffryn Gardens, 
Llanerchaeron
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There is so much wildlife to discover  
at National Trust places in Wales

Go wild at National Trust 
this spring

North Wales

Visitor Centre

Aberdaron LL53 8BE                       01758 760469

Plas yn Rhiw  

Rhiw, Pwllheli LL53 8AB                 01758 780219

Plas Newydd House and Gardens

Anglesey LL61 6DQ                         01248 714795

Penrhyn Castle 

Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 4HN         01248 353084

Bodnant Garden

Tal y Cafn, Conwy LL28 5RE          01492 650460

Erddig

Wrexham LL13 0YT                         01978 355314

Chirk Castle

Chirk LL14 5AF                                  01691 777701

Powis Castle and Garden

Welshpool SY21 8RF                        01938 551944

South Wales

Stackpole

Pembroke SA71 5DQ                       01646 661359

Colby Woodland Garden 

Pembrokeshire SA67 8PP               01758 780219

Llanerchaeron 

Aberaeron SA48 8DG                     01545 570200

Dolaucothi Gold Mines

Pumsaint SA19 8US                         01558 650809

Dinefwr

Llandeilo SA19 6RT                         01492 650460

Aberdulais Tin Works and Waterfall

Neath SA10 8EU                              01639 636674

Dyffryn Gardens
Vale of Glamorgan CF5 6SU          029 2059 3328

Tredegar House

Newport NP10 8YW                       01633 815880

North Wales South Wales

Approximate journey 

times by car.

Plas yn Rhiw

Plas Newydd

Penrhyn 
Castle

Bodnant 
Garden

Erddig

Chirk Castle

Powis Castle

Stackpole

Colby

Llanerchaeron

Dolaucothi

Dinefwr

Aberdulais

Dyffryn Gardens

Tredegar House

Chirk Castle - Powis Castle 
44 minutes

Erddig - Chirk Castle
18 minutes

Bodnant Garden - Erddig
1 hour 5 minutes

Penrhyn Castle - Bodnant Garden 
30 minutes

Plas Newydd - Penrhyn Castle
14 minutes

Plas yn Rhiw - Plas Newydd 
1 hour 13 minutes

Stackpole - Colby 
35 minutes

Colby - Llanerchaeron
1 hour 37 minutes

Llanerchaeron - Dolaucothi
40 minutes

Dolaucothi - Dinefwr
31 minutes

Dinefwr - Aberdulais
44 minutes

Aberdulais - Dyffryn Gardens
51 minutes

Dyffryn Gardens - Tredegar House
34 minutes

Red Kite

Habitat
In trees near farmland and 
the Wales Coastal Path

What do I eat?
Mammal remains Tips for spotting me

1   Look out for my  
reddish-brown body, 
angled wings and deeply 
forked tail.

Did you know?
Kites are surprisingly 
lightweight. In the spring, 
adults weigh around 900gm, 
which is less than a mallard 
duck and a bag of sugar!

Where can you find me? 
Llanerchaeron, Llŷn Penisula
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Red  
Squirrel

Habitat
In woodlands and gardens

What do I eat?
Seeds, funghi and fruits  
of shrubs and trees

Tips for spotting me

1   See me feeding in the 
morning on the mansion 
windowledge that looks 
out over the Menai Strait 
or at our Visitor Centre in 
late afternoon.

2   Shhh! Be very very quiet!
Did you know?
Red squirrels can swim and 
can be right or left handed 
- have a look how they hold 
their nuts.

Where can you find me? 
Plas Newydd
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Red  
Wood  
Ant

Habitat
In woodland

What do I eat?
Insects

Tips for spotting me

1   Look out for large surface 
nests made up of small 
twigs and pine needles.

2   In lush grass, look out for 
burn marks where I have 
used my formic acid as a 
scent trail.

Did you know?
Red Woods Ants squirt 
formic acid when threatened. 
They also use it as a scent trail 
for themselves.

Where can you find me? 
The Kymin
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Shire Horse

Habitat
In stables and fields

What do I eat?
Grass, hay and the odd treat 
like an apple or carrot

Tips for spotting me

1   Pay a visit to see us at  
the stables.

2   Or why not take a 
carriage ride to meet  
us up close.

Did you know?
Erddig’s shire horses, Jerry 
and Claire have been there 
for 12 years. Like an old 
married couple they need 
to slow things down a bit 
before they retire.

Where can you find me? 
Erddig
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Slow Worm

Habitat
Under rocks and logs or 
basking in the sun

What do I eat?
Slugs, snails, spiders, insects 
and earthworms.

Tips for spotting me

1   Look out for my shiny, 
smooth skin with a dark 
stripe along my back.

2   Look out for me 
emerging at dusk or after 
rain to hunt for food.

Did you know?
Slow worms are actually 
legless lizards. They can 
blink, have a flat forked 
tongue and shed their tails 
when threatened.

Where can you find me? 
Penrhyn Castle, Powis Castle
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White  
Cattle

Habitat
In fields

What do I eat?
Grass

Tips for spotting me

1   Follow the woodland  
walk out onto the  
Chirk estate.

2   At Dinefwr in the field 
after a winter in the 
cowsheds.Did you know?

The Laws of Hywel Dda 
measure fines and payments 
in numbers of white cattle.

Where can you find me? 
Chirk Castle, Dinefwr
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Woodpecker

Habitat
In the woodlands

What do I eat?
Insects, seeds and nuts

Tips for spotting me

1   Listen for my drumming 
sound.

2   Look for the red patch on 
the back of my head.

Did you know?
A male can drum as many  
as 600 times a day to 
attract a female.

Where can you find me? 
Dyffryn Gardens,  
Plas yn Rhiw, Powis Castle
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Pipistrelle  
bat

Habitat
In roof spaces

What do I eat?
Small insects

Tips for spotting me

1   Look for me at dusk.

2   Join a guided bat walk 
with one of our rangers.

Did you know?
Pipistrelles can eat  
3,000 gnats in one night.

Where can you find me? 
Chirk, Powis
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Puffin

Habitat
On Skomer Island

What do I eat?
Fish

Tips for spotting me

1   Look out from Marloes 
headland.

2   Or take a boat to Skomer 
Island (cared for by the 
Wildlife Trust of South 
and West Wales) from 
Martin’s Haven Harbour.

Did you know?
A puffin’s beak changes 
colour throughout 
the year.It’s a dull grey 
colour in winter, but in 
springtransforms to a  
bright orange.

Where can you find me? 
Marloes
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Erddig’s most loved couple, Shire 

Horses Jerry and Claire will be 

enjoying their own National Trust 

firsts – and lasts – at places across 
North Wales before they retire.

To raise money for two new Shires, they will  

be visiting the following National Trust places 

this spring:

Follow in the 
hoof steps…

 To donate:

Text SHIRE to 70123 to donate  

£3* or make a donation next time 

you visit their stables

 More information:
nationaltrust.org.uk/erddig

*This is a charity donation service. You will be charged £3,  

plus one message at your standard network rate. The National 

Trust will receive 100% of your donation. If you’d rather we 

didn’t contact you in future, text NOCOMMS NT to 70060.  

If you wish to discuss this mobile payment call 0203 282 7863. 

A registered charity in England and Wales (no:205846).

Check the website for timings.

Plas Newydd – 4 April 2016

Penrhyn Castle – 4 April 2016 

Powis Castle – 9 April 2016

Chirk Castle - 9 April 2016 


